
eagles eye ’ 
NDIA • Volume 29 • November 2012 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

feature 
America’s New 
Racial Profiling 

 
 

special 
repor t 
Exploring the 
Invisible Web 

 

spotlight 
Investigator 
Pamela Sharp 

 
 

2013 
national 
conference 
Seattle, WA 



 

I 

22 | National Defender Investigator Association 
 
 
 

2012 National Conference Melissa Kupferberg 
Scholarship Recipient: Ian Champa 

 
 

an Champa has been an investigator with 
the Brighton, CO division of the Office 
of the Colorado State Public Defender 

for the past six years. I had the pleasure of 
interviewing him about his experience at 
the San Antonio regional conference after 
Champa won the Kupferberg Award this 
fall. This thirty-two year old man has been 
married for twelve years and has two sons, 
an eight and ten years old. He came from 
the East Coast via Tennessee, but has lived 
in Colorado for twelve years. He worked 
two, and sometimes three, jobs while go- 
ing to college at night to get his degree in 
criminal justice. 

 
While Champa was still  working on his 
degree, a law firm in Denver that handled 
quite a bit of criminal defense work hired 
him. Champa became their administrative 
assistant, i.e. a jack of all trades. He did 
whatever the attorneys, paralegals, and other 
staff needed, including filing papers, retriev- 
ing records, serving subpoenas, interviewing 
people, and caring for the many needs of the 
firm’s clients. 

 
“During my time there (at the law office),” 
Champa wrote in material he submitted to 
me before the interview, “I saw a passion 
and dedication for defending people at what 
could have been one of the most trying times 
of their lives.” Champa admired the people 
at the law firm, and their impact on him 
helped build the foundation he needed to 
be the investigator he is today. 

 
During this same time, Champa struggled 
with the chronic depression and bipolar 
disorder of a close family member. He 
described the experience as a “roller coaster 
ride” that “…opened my eyes to how quickly 
people can jump to conclusions and judge 
someone without getting to know their his- 
tory or what brought them to that point in 
their life.” Champa and his family member 
rode the entire roller coaster ride together, 
and they now have a much closer relation- 
ship than he could ever have imagined. In 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Champa’s selfless act of 
heroism and his exemplar y 
work defending the indigent 
paints a brilliant picture 
of the dedicated  public ser 
vant that Champa is. 
 
 
my office we refer to this realization about 
clients as “There, but for the grace of God, 
go I.” This experience and the passion he 
developed while working at the private law 
firm led him to seek a job in the indigent 
defense field. 

 
Champa was fortunate to land a position 
with the Colorado State Public Defender’s 
Brighton regional office, where he works 
with nine other investigators for thirty-six 
attorneys, all of whom he considers to be “a 
great group of people.” He found himself 
doing quite a bit of mitigation work in con- 
nection with the regular investigations. He 
has really enjoyed this and has strived to add 
to his training through the past six years. 

 
Champa cited a couple of cases that were 
special to him. In one case of first degree 
assault, he worked with a nineteen year old 
man who was accused of stabbing another 

 

young person three times at a party in Adams 
County. The police had done a slipshod 
investigation, but Champa was able to track 
down and talk to the initial witnesses as well 
as many witnesses the police had not con- 
tacted. Several of these witnesses confirmed 
the defendant’s  position that he acted in 
self-defense. These witnesses testified, as did 
Champa, resulting in a “not guilty” verdict 
by the jury. 

 
Champa was also instrumental in assisting 
another young man who was studying to be 
a nurse. One of this man’s fellow nursing stu- 
dents was a married woman with whom the 
young man became romantically involved. 
They had an intimate, ongoing relationship 
for a while, but the woman apparently had 
second thoughts and confessed the situation 
to her husband. Her husband was naturally 
angry, and she was sent to a counselor, who 
developed the theory that the woman had 
been raped. The husband wholeheartedly 
agreed, thus they brought charges against 
Champa’s client. Champa went well beyond 
the normal call of duty, interviewing many 
nursing students who spent time with the 
couple and knew of their relationship. He 
obtained records of their classes, but topped 
off the investigation by getting an interview 
with the victim. With her permission, he 
recorded the interview, and, slowly, revisited 
her entire affair with his client. After getting 
the woman to admit the relationship was 
ongoing, and that she may have sent mixed 
signals Champa’s  client, Champa ended 
the interview by asking the victim if she 
believed his client knew that she did not 
want to have sex. He continued this line of 
questioning with whether she had told the 
client she did not want to have sex and/or 
had asked him to stop his sexual advances. At 
the conclusion of the interview, the victim 
told Champa that she failed to make it clear 
to his client that she did not want to have 
sex with him. The victim went on to say 
that her decision not to have sex was more 
a thought in her mind, which she felt but 
did not express. 
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Ian Champa, continued 
 
 

The trial went forward, and, when the victim 
testified, Champa’s tape was used to cross- 
examine her. Afterward, Champa testified. 
Once they had impeached the victim two or 
three times with excerpts from her recorded 
interview with Champa, the client’s public 
defender asked the victim the same question 
Champa asked at the end of his interview: 
did she or did she not consent? At that point, 
the victim answered truthfully that she had 
not made it clear to their client that she 
was unwilling to have sex. The jury quickly 
returned a “not guilty” verdict. 

 
But Champa’s investigation was not the only 
work he performed during the course of this 
latter case. Champa also spoke to his client’s 
wife many times during the investigation of 
the case and stressed the importance of her 
support of his client during this process. 
She complied and attended the client’s 
entire trial. Champa happily learned that 
the two eventually worked through their 
problems and remained married. It is this 
type of thought, this extra step that provides 
an excellent example of the qualities which 
distinguish an adequate investigator from 
an exemplary one. 

 
At this point in my interview of Champa, I 
turned to his impression of the San Antonio 
regional conference. He described the con- 
ference as a great experience, mentioning 
that he especially benefitted from Michelle 
Stuart’s presentation on internet investiga- 
tions, the information and resources from 
which he has utilized on more than one oc- 
casion already. He is hopeful of going to the 
NDIA’s national conference in Seattle, WA, 
although he will have to pay for at least part 
of that himself because his office does not 
provide funds for out-of-state training. 

 
In the information Champa gave to me, I 
found it interesting that he had researched 
Melissa Kupferberg  before he applied for 

complishments of which I was not aware. 
His description of that process included 
the following: “I would also encourage 
people who apply for scholarships in honor 
of someone to research that person and let 
their example inspire you to incorporate 
part of their legacy into what you do...to 
carry the torch of their work forward.” Very 
well put, Ian. 

 
I was ready to end my interview with Cham- 
pa when I asked him about his second job, 
which he has had to maintain throughout 
his employment with the public defender’s 
office. He casually mentioned he was a sea- 
sonal park ranger at a lake near Brighton, 
CO. He then added that Brighton’s mayor 
presented him with an award this year after 
he and his partner rescued a family whose 
boat had overturned in frigid waters last 
March. After rescuing the parents and one 
child from the icy waters, the woman spoke 
hysterically about another child. Ian and his 
partner turned the boat around to look for 
this other child, not knowing if the woman 
was delirious. In actuality, as they followed 
the current, they found two more children 
who were semi-conscious, floating in their 
life jackets. All five family members were 
saved and are healthy because of Champa 
and his colleague. 

 
Champa’s  selfless act of heroism and his 
exemplary work defending the indigent 
paints a brilliant picture of the dedicated 
public servant that Champa is. I urge all of 
you to get to know Ian at any opportunity 
you have. I cannot think of a better example 
of the benefit of Mrs. Kupferberg’s generos- 
ity to the NDIA, and I hope you all will 
consider applying for this scholarship or 
contacting other people and recommend 
they do the same. 
 

 
Tom Hinton, 

NDIA Midwest Area Director 
the  scholarship,  noting  some  of  her  ac-    


