




















Elizabeth Espinosa Krupa: Statement of Interest 

I want to be appointed as Colorado Public Defender to help the best public defender system 

continue to grow and become stronger; to better the system we use to protect indigent defendants’ 

constitutional rights. I want to help the office lessen the rate of attrition, increase transparency, and 

continue to increase the budget. I am incredibly proud of the office. Being a Public Defender was 

the best job I ever had. Criminal defense is my passion. Although my professional background 

goes beyond criminal defense, one consistent theme is evident: I desire to provide protection to 

those who cannot protect themselves against an opposition with immense resources and public 

and/or political backing. My work as a public defender and ADC attorney requires no additional 

explanation. However, this same passion for protecting the powerless runs through my other 

positions. At the Securities and Exchange Commission, I filed civil complaints against companies 

and their officers and directors who lied, cheated, and stole from their investors out of sheer greed 

and ego. Likewise, at the Office of Attorney Regulation, I tried cases against attorneys who sold 

out criminal clients, stole client funds, and abused their power to force clients into nonconsensual 

acts. I hope to continue my representation of the powerless by leading the greatest force of 

attorneys who fight every day for those without voices. 

For over 20 years I have practiced law and maintained active roles in community 

organizations and professional associations. Teaching at the University of Denver Law School and 

with the National Institute for Trial Advocacy has schooled me in learning styles and retention 

methods, along with effective communication. By trying cases across Colorado and across the 

country in front of juries, judges, and panels of administrative judges, I’ve learned to adapt to 

diverse audiences and geographic locations and can distill complex factual matters into plain and 

easy to understand language. I have a strong understanding of fiscal responsibility and budget 



analysis, as well as the value of building a team to achieve the goals of any organization, by way 

of my participation on numerous boards and commissions, and from operating my law firm. The 

length and diversity of my experience--professional and personal—has given me the qualities 

necessary to serve as Colorado Public Defender. 

I am a strong community leader with a collaborative leadership style. My gubernatorial 

and other appointments demonstrate the trust placed upon me and my record as an effective leader 

who gets things done. Those who have served with me on commissions, boards, or in professional 

associations report that I listen, use language of inclusion, and am exemplary at finding common 

ground and building on it.  

Because of my law practice and extra-professional activities, I bring to the Colorado Public 

Defender my experience as a leader with a reputation for trustworthiness and a high ethical 

compass. I bring a leader who is an engaging and motivating public speaker, a passionate teacher, 

and a team builder. I bring a leader who can communicate both good and bad news and makes 

hard decisions. And I bring a leader who has over 20 years of experience in building rapport and 

strategic relationships. 

My personal experience further exemplifies why I am the best person to lead the public 

defender system. My late husband was diagnosed with cancer at 40 and passed at age 42. As a 

widowed mother of two teenage boys, managing a large caseload for a sole owned firm, I know 

the value of time and I prioritize quality time with family and friends. I work hard to find the 

positive, even when facing truly awful situations. I bring compassion and courage to all that I do. 

I am a Latina professional woman who has navigated a predominantly white male profession with 

grace, persistence, and determination. I will bring the best service possible to our clients.  


